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A message from the Oklahoma Clean Water Forum
From the Northwest Arkansas News
City requests funds for new sewer plant

By Jeff Della Rosa Staff Writer 

Posted on Sunday, October 22, 2006

City Administrator David Cameron asked nearly 50 area officials Thursday
afternoon for money to pay for the technology that will be used in the
new $ 20 million sewer treatment plant.

The membrane biological reactor technology will cost $ 5. 2 million.
Zenon / General Electric will provide the technology.

“ We’re asking you to find it (funding ), ” Cameron said. “ Please help
us to move this project forward. ”

The technology will clean wastewater to the level that five Northwest
Arkansas cities, including Siloam Springs, must meet. The technology
consistently cleaned wastewater to 0. 025 milligrams of phosphorus per
liter of water. An Oklahoma mandate that was adopted July 2002 requires
that the Northwest Arkansas cities cannot release more than 0. 037 mg /
L of phosphorus from their wastewater treatment plants.

Full compliance with the law is required by June 30, 2012. The new
Siloam Springs treatment plant must be built by 2009.

In May, Siloam Springs voters approved a 5 / 8 th-percent sales tax
increase that will pay for the wastewater treatment plant including the
new technology. The sales tax will end in 20 years or as soon as the
plant is paid off.

“ Our promise to our rate payer is to turn over every rock to find
funding for the plant, ” Cameron said.

Cameron and other city officials went twice to Washington, D. C., to
find money to pay for the new treatment plant, he said.

At the meeting in the Dye Lounge at John Brown University on Thursday,
J. D. Strong promised to help find funding for the project. Strong is
chief of staff for Miles Tolbert, Oklahoma’s secretary of environment.

“ It’s definitely a great step, an encouraging step, ” Strong said. “
We’re certainly going to do whatever we can with funding. ”

JBU President Charles Pollard said he was concerned about the smell
coming from the wastewater treatment plant.

The new plant will be built less than a mile northwest of the university
where the current wastewater treatment plant sits.

Cameron said the smell will be taken care of with the new plant.

Construction on the new plant could start as early as the end of 2007,
said Steve Jones of Garver Engineers. The plant will be designed over a
10-month period starting in early 2007.

“ We married two proven process technologies, ” Jones said. “ It
actually filters or scrubs the water. ”

Cameron said the city board will decide whether to approve the
technology contract with Zenon / General Electric at the Nov. 7 board
meeting.

Canada-based Zenon / General Electric and Maryland-based Memcor Products
by US Filter tested their technology for six months at the wastewater
treatment plant here. Last year, Siloam Springs Board of Directors voted
to spend $ 400, 000 to test the technology.

“ We’ve got to find ways to get water quality better, ” Cameron said. “
We’re using our money for technology rather than litigation. ”

Not only will the technology remove phosphorus from water but it also
will remove nitrates, ammonia, turbidity, copper and Chlorophyll-A.

Siloam Springs’ wastewater treatment plant releases its treated water
into Sager Creek, which flows into Flint Creek, a tributary of the
Illinois River.

Mayor M. L. “ Moose” Van Poucke said the new wastewater treatment plant
“ will serve as a model for the rest of the country and the world. ”
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